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no active military service for many years^ and it
was   urged upon Henry that  a general well ac-
quainted with modern Continental warfare would
be  useful to  him.     The Emperor's Spanish and
Italian commanders were the best in the  world,
as were his men-at-arms; and a grandee, the Duke
of Najera, who was on his way from Flanders to
Spain by sea, was looked upon  as being a suit-
able man for the purpose of advising the King of
England.    Henry was determined to  impress him
and   entertained   him   splendidly,   delaying   him
as long as possible, in order that he might be per-
suaded to   accompany the  English forces.     The
accounts of Najera's stay in England show that
Katharine   had   now,  the   spring of   1544,  quite
settled down in her position as Queen and coming
Regent.     Chapuys mentions that   when he  first
took Najera to Court he " visited the Queen and
Princess (Mary), who asked very minutely for news
of   the Emperor . . . and,   although  the   Queen
was a little indisposed, she wished to dance  for
the honour of the company.   The Queen favours
the Princess all  she  can;   and  since the Treaty
with the Emperor was made, she has constantly
urged the Princess' cause, insomuch as in this sit-
ting of Parliament she  (Mary) has been declared
capable of succeeding in default of the Prince." l

A  Spaniard who   attended   Najera   tells   the
story   of  the   Duke's   interview  with   Katharine

1 Spanish Calendar, vol. 7. This reparation to Mary had been urged
very strongly by the Emperor, ever since the negotiations began. Mary,
however, was not legitimated, and not only came after Edward, but
also after any children Katharine mi^ht bear. The Queen undoubtedly
prged Mary's cause.